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National Committee; and former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Statement on Senate Passage of the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Act for Defense and for the Reconstruction of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, 2004’’ 
November 3, 2003 

I commend Congress for providing vital 
funds to support our mission and our 
troops deployed in Afghanistan, Iraq, and 
elsewhere. These resources, coupled with 
the growing assistance of international do-
nors, will provide essential support to make 
Iraq more secure and to help the Iraqi 
people transition to self-government. The 
funds will also enable us to continue our 
efforts to help Afghanistan become a peace-
ful, democratic, and prosperous nation that 
contributes to regional stability. 

Our country is being tested. Those who 
seek to kill coalition forces and innocent 
Iraqis want America and its coalition part-
ners to run so the terrorists can reclaim 
control. The strong bipartisan show of sup-
port for this bill underscores that America 
and the world are united to prevail in the 
central front in the war on terror by help-
ing build a peaceful, democratic, and pros-
perous Iraq. 

I thank Chairmen Stevens and Young for 
their efforts and look forward to signing 
this bill. 

Remarks on the California Wildfires and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Harbison Canyon, California 
November 4, 2003 

The President. A lot of people in this 
neighborhood lost all their possessions, but 
the spirit is strong. America has got some 
wonderful citizenry who just refuse to be 
defeated. I met some families here that 
are obviously crushed by the material loss, 
and they look forward to rebuilding—re-
building their lives. And the role of govern-
ment, the Federal Government and the 
State government and the local govern-
ment, is helping as best as we can. 

You know, the worst of nature can bring 
out the best in our fellow human beings. 
And to a person, they were thankful for 
the fact that neighbors do care about neigh-
bors and people are helping people here. 

It’s just tough for a lot of folks who live 
in this part of the world. 

I want to thank the supervisor and fire-
fighters for welcoming us here. 

Let me answer a few questions, and we’ll 
keep going. 

Q. What do you say to these people—— 
The President. Hold it one second, 

please. We’ve got an order—— 
Q. I’m sorry. 

Iraq/California Wildfires 
Q. Thanks, Mr. President. I’ve got a cou-

ple questions. One, what’s your evaluation, 
your assessment of this scene you’ve seen 
here? And two, to more and more Ameri-
cans, the situation in Iraq is looking like 
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